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Capps Keeps Dodge//SRT Mopar Finals Streak Going with Runner-up Result in NHRA
Northwest Nationals

Dodge//SRT Mopar driver Ron Capps races to 121st career final and third in 2019 Sunday in  NHRA

Northwest Nationals at Pacific Raceways near Seattle

Matt Hagan qualifies third, advances to semifinal round driving 2020 Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat Widebody

Funny Car

Tommy Johnson, Jr. holds No. 3 spot in Funny Car standings, leads three Mopar-powered Dodge//SRT

drivers in top five

Leah Pritchett narrowly defeated in first round; holds seventh position in Top Fuel championship standings

Bill Bushmaker and Kelly Thomas pick up Dodge Top Finisher honors

Dodge Garage,a digital content hub for muscle car and race enthusiasts, offers exclusive photo journals with

behind-the-scenes action

August 4, 2019,  Auburn Hills, Mich. - Defending NHRA Northwest Nationals winner Ron Capps came up just short in

his bid to score back-to-back wins in Seattle racing his Mopar-powered Don Schumacher Racing (DSR) Dodge

Charger SRT Hellcat Funny Car on Sunday at Pacific Raceways near Kent, Washington.

The two-time 2019 Funny Car winner made a charge through the field to give Dodge//SRT Mopar its fifth consecutive

opportunity to capture an event victory. Capps wasn’t able to overtake John Force in the final after knocking out

fellow DSR and Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat Funny Car driver Matt Hagan in the semifinals. DSR teammate Jack

Beckman also advanced to the semifinals.

Tommy Johnson, Jr., Capps and Beckman give Dodge//SRT Mopar three drivers inside the top-five in the

championship standings through 16 of 24 events.

Capps began his repeat bid from the seventh position and posted an opening-round win aboard his NAPA Auto Parts

Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat. The 2016 Funny Car world champion grabbed the starting-line advantage from J.R.

Todd and raced away to setup his semifinal matchup with Hagan. Both drivers and teams were on their game, but it

was Capps that moved on with his run of 3.974 seconds to advance to the final round. The historic final pitted the two

winningest drivers in the category; in their 103rd career meeting Capps had a slight advantage on the tree, but it was

Force that took the win. With his run to the final, Capps moved up to fourth in the championship standings.  

After racing to the final last weekend in Sonoma, Hagan kept his momentum pointing in right direction qualifying his

Sandvik Coromant Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat Widebody third in the field. The two-time Seattle winner dispatched

Gary Densham and Shawn Langdon before his thrilling battle with Capps.

Beckman continued his push to becoming a championship contender. The 2007 NHRA Northwest Nationals

champion qualified eighth for Sunday’s elimination rounds where he drove the DSR Infinite Hero Foundation Dodge

Charger SRT Hellcat to victory over fellow DSR and Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat Funny Car driver Johnson, Jr., with

a smooth pass of 3.937 seconds to start his run for a second Seattle triumph. Beckman then bounced Bob Tasca III

to reach his fifth semifinal in the previous eight events where his opponent was Force. After the two had identical

reaction times, Beckman slowed when his machine lost traction allowing Force to pull away for the victory.

After opening the Western Swing with a victory in the Dodge Mile-High NHRA Nationals, Johnson was looking to

make it two wins in three races. The driver of the Make-A-Wish Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat made the best lap of the

weekend to close qualifying but found himself running fellow DSR and Hellcat Funny Car driver Beckman. Johnson

defeated Beckman en route to Denver triumph, but the outcome was different Sunday when his machine went into



tire-smoke just after 200 feet. Johnson, who clinched his spot in the Countdown last weekend in Sonoma, ranks third

with two races remaining before the points are reset for the six-race championship battle.

 

Cruz Pedregon raced his Snap-On Tools Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat into the field but was defeated in the first round

by Langdon. Jim Campbell was the sixth Dodge//SRT Mopar driver in the field, but he lost a close race to Force in the

first round.

For Top Fuel standout Leah Pritchett, it was a bit of déjà vu as she qualified her HEMI-powered [DR1] Sparkling Ice

Top Fuel Dragster fifth in the field. In a rematch of last week’s first round race with Austin Prock, Pritchett lost ground

at the starting line, but was closing on Prock before losing by 0.0192 seconds (approximately 9 feet).

Mopar Dodge//SRT NHRA Sportsman Spotlight

Bill Bushmaker and Kelly Thomas captured Dodge Top Finisher honors at the NHRA Northwest Nationals in the

Stock Eliminator and Super Stock classes, respectively.

Bushmaker, driver of a I/SA 1976 Plymouth Road Runner, qualified eighth in the field of 37 entries and the Auburn,

Washington native took an opening-round victory before red-lighting in round two to close his day.

In Super Stock, Thomas raced his GT/LA 1969 Dodge Dart into round powered by Mopar 340 small block V8 that was

consistently producing 10-second elapsed times all through the event.  

The Dodge Top Finisher award, now in its third year, awards $500 to Stock Eliminator and Super Stock drivers who

advance the furthest behind the wheel of a Mopar-powered Dodge, Chrysler or Plymouth race car at all 24 NHRA

national events.

Dodge//SRT Mopar NHRA Mello Yello Drag Racing Series: Notes & Quotes

Ron Capps, NAPA Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat Funny Car

(No. 7 Qualifier – 3.898 ET)

Rd.1: (.093-second reaction time, 3.939 seconds at 327.35 mph) beat No. 10 Tim Wilkerson  (.081/4.205/253.95)

Rd.2: (.066/3.992/322.58) beat No. 2 J.R. Todd (.070/5.277/153.40)

Rd. 3: (.072/3.974/323.58) beat No. 3 Matt Hagan (.080/3.982/327.27)

Rd. 4: (.082/4.018/309.91) lost to No. 4 John Force (.084/3.971/320.58)

“I’m very happy with the way the swing ended. You know (Rahn) Tobler … we did a little bit of testing Saturday and

that really showed a lot of progress. And we beat some great racecars to reach the final round. Honestly, we thought

we had the run to win, but for some reason our car did not run in the middle of the track like it had all day. It was down

a little bit of mile an hour. I didn’t hear or see John Force until about halftrack and he popped out about a car length

on us. Great weekend. Good points weekend. I think we are in a good position moving forward.”

Matt Hagan, Mopar Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat Widebody Funny Car

(No. 6 Qualifier – 3.888 ET)

Rd.1: (.081-second reaction time, 3.988 seconds at 328.22 mph) beat No. Gary Densham (.121/4.058/322.04)

Rd.2: (.057/3.970/325.53) beat No. 6 Shawn Langdon (.082/5.067/148.69)

Rd.3: (.080/3.982/327.27) lost to No. 7 Ron Capps (.072/3.974/323.58)

“I think our western swing has been pretty good considering we went to the finals in Sonoma and semifinals here in

Seattle. Our Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat Widebody is running really, really good. I’m really happy with the

performance. It’s been consistent and is reacting to everything (crew chief) Dickie (Venables) is telling it to do. When

you get beat on the backside of a good drag race like what happened to us against Capps, that’s a whole lot easier

to swallow than when you’re out here smoking the tires or not going down the race track. As these races progress,

and as we move toward the Countdown, I feel really good about what we’re doing with this race team and race car.”

Jack Beckman, Infinite Hero Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat Funny Car

(No. 8 Qualifier – 3.917 ET)

Rd.1: (.089-second reaction time, 3.937 seconds at 327.59 mph) beat No. 9 Tommy Johnson, Jr. (.145/4.529/195.45)

Rd.2: (.086/3.973/323.04) beat No. 1 Bob Tasca III (.086/4.017/321.50)



Rd.3: (.071/4.480/197.65) lost to No. 4 John Force (.071/4.014/320.97)

“A frustrating end again. We have a top-five car. We ran into another top-five and it just becomes a battle of tuners

and drives up there. Neither one of us ran particularly great, but our car just smoked the tires. And we know we have

a car that is capable of winning a championship. We need to prove that we have a car that can win a race right now.

The silver lining is that we leave here top-five in points. We gained some ground on the guys in front of us. The crew

chiefs have a week off to go over some things and get us organized to go into Brainerd with the right frame of mind.”

Tommy Johnson Jr., Make-A-Wish Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat Funny Car

(No. 9 Qualifier – 3.886 ET)

Rd.1: (.083-second reaction time, 5.182 seconds at 141.86 mph) lost to No. 8 Jack Beckman (.089/3.937/327.59)

“Our qualifying position bit us more than anything. It hurt not having lane choice in the first round. The track became

a one-lane-track pretty fast during that first round and not having lane choice was definitely a disadvantage. We’ll go

home and put a new front-half on this car and go into Brainerd with a fresh car, and get our consistency back. I’d

grade the swing a B for us, overall, with a win and a semifinal finish. You never like a first-round loss, and if we could

have gone some rounds today, it would have been an A.”

Leah Pritchett, Sparkling Ice Top Fuel Dragster

(No. 5 Qualifier – 3.725 ET)

Rd.1: (.086-second reaction time, 3.762 seconds at 325.30 mph) lost to No. 12  Austin Prock  (.068/3.761/321.95)

“We have a great hot rod, and we really wanted redemption against (Austin) Prock after Sonoma. Unfortunately, we

were on the short end of it once again. The Swing has definitely taken its toll, but we’re coming out of it stronger than

we were going into it which gives us momentum heading into Brainerd. My favorite thing about this team is they don’t

hang their heads low. My guys that are led by (crew chiefs) Todd (Okuhara) and Neal (Strausbaugh) have got this hot

rod figured out. It’s been a great western swing and I can’t thank the fans enough as we close out this swing and

head onto Brainerd.”

Up Next: Lucas Oil NHRA Nationals                       

Following a week off, the Dodge//SRT Mopar drivers will resume the 2019 campaign with the 32nd annual Lucas Oil

NHRA Nationals at Brainerd International Raceway in Brainerd, Minnesota, August 15-18.

 

2019 NHRA Championship — Point Standings After Round 16 of 24

(Season Wins in Parentheses)

NHRA Funny Car

1.  Robert Hight (5) – 1341

2.  John Force (1) – 1155

3.  Tommy Johnson, Jr., Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat (2) –1117

4.  Ron Capps, Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat (2) – 1057

5.  Jack Beckman, Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat – 1039

6.  Bob Tasca III (1) – 985

7.  Matt Hagan, Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat (2) – 965

8.  J.R. Todd (1) – 949

9.  Shawn Langdon (1) – 840

10.  Tim Wilkerson – 792

 

NHRA Top Fuel

1. Steve Torrence (8) – 1587

2.  Antron Brown – 966

3. Clay Millican – 955

4. Brittany Force (1) – 953

5.  Doug Kalitta (1) -  940

6.  Mike Salinas (2) – 883

7.  Leah Pritchett, Mopar HEMI – 786



8.  Richie Crampton (1) – 753

8.  Austin Prock (1) - 753

10.  Terry McMillen – 676

About Dodge

Dodge//SRT offers a complete lineup of performance vehicles that stand out in their own segments. Dodge is

America’s mainstream performance brand and SRT is positioned as the ultimate performance halo of the Dodge

brand, together creating a complete and balanced performance brand with one vision and one voice.

For more than 100 years, the Dodge brand has carried on the spirit of brothers John and Horace Dodge, who founded

the brand in 1914. Their influence continues today. New for 2019, the Dodge Challenger SRT Hellcat Redeye is

possessed by the Demon. Its 797-horsepower supercharged HEMI® high-output engine makes it the most powerful,

quickest and fastest muscle car reaching 0-60 miles per hour (mph) in 3.4 seconds and the fastest GT production car

with a ¼-mile elapsed time (ET) of 10.8 seconds at 131 mph. It also reaches a new top speed of 203 mph. Joining the

Challenger SRT Hellcat Redeye is the 2019 Dodge Challenger SRT Hellcat with its more powerful 717-horsepower

engine, the Challenger R/T Scat Pack Widebody, which features fender flares from the SRT Hellcat Widebody and

adds 3.5 inches of width to Scat Pack’s footprint, as well as and the new Challenger R/T Scat Pack 1320. Infused

with exclusive drag strip technology from the iconic Dodge Challenger SRT Demon, the Challenger R/T Scat Pack

1320 is a drag-oriented, street-legal muscle car and a blank canvas for the serious grassroots drag racer.  The 2019

Dodge Durango SRT, America’s fastest, most powerful and most capable three-row SUV with a best-in-class tow

rating of 8,700 lbs. fills out the brands’ performance lineup. These visceral performance models join a 2019 brand

lineup that includes the Durango, Grand Caravan, Journey, Charger and Challenger — a showroom that offers

performance at every price point.

 

Mopar

Mopar is the global name for Stellantis genuine parts and authentic accessories.

A simple combination of the words MOtor and PARts, Mopar offers exceptional service, parts and customer-care.

Born in 1937 as the name of a line of antifreeze products, Mopar has evolved over more than 85 years to represent

both complete vehicle care and authentic performance for owners and enthusiasts worldwide.

Mopar made its mark in the 1960s during the muscle-car era with performance parts to enhance speed and handling

for both on-road and racing use. Later, Mopar  expanded to include technical service and customer support, and

today integrates service, parts and customer-care operations in order to enhance customer and dealer support

worldwide.

Complete information on Mopar is available at www.mopar.com and the Mopar blog at blog.mopar.com. For more

information regarding Stellantis (NYSE: STLA), please visit www.stellantis.com.

Follow Mopar and company news and video on:

Company blog: blog.stellantisnorthamerica.com

Media website: media.stellantisnorthamerica.com

Mopar brand: www.mopar.com/

Mopar blog: blog.mopar.com/ 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/mopar

Instagram: www.instagram.com/officialmopar

Twitter: twitter.com/OfficialMOPAR

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/mopar or www.youtube.com/StellantisNA
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Additional information and news from Stellantis are available at: https://media.stellantisnorthamerica.com
 


