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Former Polish President Lech Walesa Visits Chrysler Group LLC’s Jefferson North (Detroit)
Assembly Plant

Chrysler Group Chairman and CEO and UAW Chrysler Vice President greet Trade-Union Organizer, Human

Rights Activist and Nobel Peace Laureate

Walesa speaks to plant employees

Tours the home of the Jeep® Grand Cherokee and Dodge Durango to see implementation of WCM

Jeep brand provides transportation for World Summit of Nobel Peace Laureates

 

April 25, 2012,  Detroit - Chrysler Group LLC Chairman and CEO Sergio Marchionne, and UAW Vice President and

Director of the Chrysler Department General Holiefield hosted former Polish President and founder of Solidarity, the

Soviet bloc's first independent trade union, Lech Walesa for a speech at the Company’s Jefferson North Assembly

Plant (JNAP) today. The 2,800 employees at JNAP build the award-winning Jeep® Grand Cherokee and Dodge

Durango.

During his visit, Walesa spoke to a group of about 100 workers and guests. In his introduction, Marchionne said, “It is

not often in life that you get to spend time with someone who has played a vital role in changing the course of history.

“Lech Walesa is one of those rare leaders who represents a true turning point in our collective life, for what he has

done and for the way he has inspired the world,” said Marchionne.

Following his speech, Walesa toured the plant with Marchionne and Holiefield to see how it has restored the pride

and dignity of the workforce through the implementation of World Class Manufacturing (WCM), the company’s

production system. The goal of WCM is to reduce waste by improving safety, quality and efficiency.

“Jefferson North has played a key role, not only in the resurgence of Chrysler sales but also in the cultural change

that is transforming our entire company,” said Marchionne. “A cultural change driven by personal commitment, sense

of responsibility, respect for each other, and the awareness that we have the privilege to be the authors of our future,

of a better future.”

Walesa traveled to Detroit from Chicago where he participated in the World Summit of Nobel Peace Laureates on

April 23-25. The World Summit is internationally recognized as among the most important annual events in the field of

peacemaking, attracting hundreds of high-profile leaders and organizations around the world. The Jeep brand is one

of the sponsors of the Summit.

Walesa founded Solidarity in 1980 and went on to receive the Nobel Peace Prize in 1983. He served as President of

Poland between 1990 and 1995.

About Jefferson North Assembly Plant

Jefferson North Assembly Plant was built in 1991 and produced the first Jeep Grand Cherokee in January 1992. In

July 1999, the facility was expanded. Production of the 2005 Jeep Grand Cherokee launched in August 2004 and

Jeep Commander production launched in July 2005. In May 2010, the all-new 2011 Jeep Grand Cherokee rolled off

the line. A second shift of production began on July 19, 2010. The all-new 2011 Dodge Durango, the first Dodge ever

to be produced at Jefferson North, began production on Dec. 14, 2010.

In January 2012, Chrysler Group announced that it would add a third crew or 1,100 jobs in the first quarter of 2013.
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